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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 

 

Regular Scheduled Meeting 
Tuesday, November 1, 2022 – 6:00 PM 

 

 

I. Opening of the meeting 

II. Invocation 

o A moment of silence was taken. 

III. Roll Call 

o Staff took a silent roll call.  All members were present except for Marian Booth. 

IV. Approval of Minutes – Tuesday, October 4, 2022 

o Chair Stallings asked if anyone had any changes or corrections to the minutes. There were none.  

o Chair Stallings asked for a motion to approve the minutes.  

 Kasey Stone made the motion to approve the October 4, 2022 minutes. Bettye Nichols 
seconded the motion. All members voted, 5 in favor and 0 opposed. The minutes were 
approved. 

 

 Record of the vote: 

YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 

X  Elizabeth Stallings  

X  Beth Casey  

--- --- Marian Booth  

X  Kasey Stone Made the Motion 

X  John Carbone  

X  Bettye Nichols 2nd the Motion 

--- --- Vacant Seat  

V. Old Business 

1. A request has been made by Sarah Harden, owner of 523 E Main St, for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness to install a wood privacy fence in the backyard.  

o The applicant was not present. The case was moved to later in the agenda in case the 
applicant was running late.  

Members Present 
Elizabeth Stallings 
Beth Casey 
Kasey Stone 
John Carbone 
Bettye Nichols  
 

Members Not Present 
Marian Booth 

 
Others Present 

Mike Dail, Director of Community and Cultural Services 
Domini Cunningham, Historic Preservation Planner 

Holli Y. Tetterton, Administrative Support Specialist 
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VI. Certificate of Appropriateness 

A. Major Works 

1. A request has been made by James & Beth Casey, owners of 124 Charlotte St, for a 
Certificate of Appropriateness to remove 24 large trees and replace them with smaller trees 
and shrubs.  

o Commission members Beth Casey (property owner) and Elizabeth Stallings (adjacent property 
owner) recused themselves from the case.  

o John Carbone made a motion to appoint Kasey Stone as acting chair for this case. Bettye Nichols 
seconded the motion. Both voted in favor and the motion passed.  

o Staff swore in Beth Casey and Elizabeth Stallings.  

o Ms. Casey, we are on the corner of E 2nd St, Charlotte St, and Old 2nd St. When I met Mr. Casey we 
both lived in the armory and there were no trees on this lot. Billy McCotter and his brother-in-
law, Mr. Harris, were renovating the property. It was a duplex and they were returning it to a 
single-family home. There were no trees on the property. He told me that he put in the five paper 
birch trees. The owners that bought the property put in the Leyland cypress trees. We attended 
a party in that house in 2008 and they were not very big at the time. We later purchased the 
property. We began having them topped and smoothed into a hedge. The gentleman that was 
doing it was fabulous. He sold the business to his son that did not want to do the work. We didn’t 
realize that topping the trees would cause the damage that it has done. They are overplanted. We 
had an arborist come in. He spent an hour and a half the first day looking at and explaining 
everything. He indicated they were over-planted, overshadowed, and the bottoms of trees would 
continue to drop while the tops continue to grow into the power lines that run diagonally across 
the property.  The City has come in and hacked into them. We’ve had them trimmed. Things are 
basically a mess. The arborist said you have a mess here. We’ve provided the report from the 
arborist. He also took a look at two silver maples. I don’t know when they were planted, but I 
don’t recall seeing them when I lived in the armory. He believes both of them have root girdling. 
The bark at the bottom is disintegrating. There is some kind of light blue blobs on them. I don’t 
know what that is. He also mentioned that if we do take the Leyland cypresses down, a good 
windstorm would just tear those apart. They are weak. The Leyland cypresses are thinning at the 
bottom. I know the purpose of planting them was to block the view. It affords the property some 
privacy. We still want to have plantings there. We have talked with the arborist about what would 
work. On the corner of Old 2nd St and Charlotte St, there are two oaks that are going so close 
together that they have bonded. The City topped it. There are these crazy limbs off to the side. 
The arborist indicated that one side is too heavy. Oaks will pop over in a storm. His 
recommendation is precision cuts to get it back down to a manageable tree. We want to keep the 
oak. We want to keep the crepe myrtle on the opposite corner. We want to install some bushes 
to create a natural border. It won’t be tall enough to block the view, but we want to create 
something that feels like a natural fence so that people won’t walk across that lot. The house 
originally faced Charlotte St. It was an American four square. It was built in 1920. It was moved to 
face 2nd St and a service station was built on the corner. The sidewalk slopes there because it was 
an entrance to drive in. We know all the tanks are up, but we are going to have the quality of the 
soil checked there. That may be part of the issue with the quality of the trees. When we moved 
in there was another line of trees on the inside. They were under six inches and we took those 
down. There were two weeping willows and both of them died. There were at least four more 
Leyland cypresses and a mimosa. It was a jungle. We came in and tried to tend the jungle, but 
now it is beyond our ability. We have provided a rendition of what we are thinking of changing it 
to.  
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o Acting Chair Stone asked if the Commission had any questions. There were none.  

o Acting Chair Stone opened the public hearing.  

o Ms. Stallings, I would like to offer the perspective of someone who lives in close proximity. The 
potential entanglement of the power lines is an issue. There is also the issue of maintaining a clear 
walkway on the sidewalk. We have to step into the street when we walk the dogs because of the 
branches. The gap that faces us in the trees has really thinned out making the trees not look very 
well. What they are proposing would be an improvement in terms of walking safety and the look 
of the property. It does look kind of wild and disorganized now. Not because of anything she’s 
done, just because of how the trees were planted.   

o Acting Chair Stone closed the public hearing and brought it back to the table.  

o Acting Chair Stone, I remember when it looked like the picture that was shown from 2007, before 
all of those trees were there. I’ve never felt like all of these trees were appropriate to the area. 
I’m sure there are Leyland cypresses in the historic district. 

o Ms. Nichols, there aren’t that many. It is usually a landscape quick fix to get up a screen, but they 
need more space.  

o Acting Chair Stone, I don’t know anywhere else in the historic district where the front yard is 
completely private.  

o Dr. Carbone, I went by this weekend. When I was on Charlotte St, I couldn’t even see the house. 
It wasn’t until I had almost rounded the corner that I realized there was a house back there. The 
description of it being close to a jungle state is accurate.  

o Acting Chair Stone, I think as a Commission we always try to preserve trees when we can. It would 
seem to me like the oaks and crepe myrtles are probably older. The Leyland cypresses are 
damaging the trees that are more appropriate for the area. I appreciate the drawing. I think we 
can imagine what it would look like.  

o Acting Chair Stone asked if the Commission had any other questions or comments. There were 
none.  

o Acting Chair Stone asked for a motion.  

 Bettye Nichols made a motion that the Historic Preservation Commission grant a Certificate 
of Appropriateness to James & Beth Casey to make the above changes on the property 
located at 124 Charlotte Street. The motion is based on the following Findings of Facts: the 
application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design Standards 
specifically, 4.1 – Landscaping. John Carbone seconded the motion.  All present voted, 3 in 
favor and 0 opposed. The motion passed. 

 
 Record of the vote:  

YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 

--- --- Elizabeth Stallings  

--- --- Beth Casey  

--- --- Marian Booth  

X  Kasey Stone  

X  John Carbone 2nd the Motion 

X  Bettye Nichols Made the Motion 

--- --- Vacant Seat  
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o John Carbone made a motion for Beth Casey and Elizabeth Stallings to return. Bettye Nichols 

seconded the motion. All three members voted in favor and the motion passed.  
 

B. Minor Works 

o No Commission action is required.  

o Having no other cases, the Commission returned to the major work case under Old Business. 

o The applicant was still not present.  

1. A request has been made by Sarah Harden, owner of 523 E Main St, for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness to install a wood privacy fence in the backyard.  

o Chair Stallings, this will be the third meeting where this request has been addressed. To 
summarize, it is a request for a six-foot privacy fence in a backyard that currently has an 
unobstructed view of the river. We looked into the previous case of the neighbors. We saw 
that at the time that request was approved, there was not an unobstructed view of the river. 
Staff contacted the Hardens to let them know. They have not been here for two meetings in a 
row.  We don’t know if they intended to withdraw the application, but we don’t have that 
information. How does the Commission feel as far as actions that we should take? If we don’t 
reach a decision on this then it is automatically approved.  

o Ms. Stone, we continued it with the hope of getting more information. We got the clarity on 
the house down the street. I don’t think we have enough information at this point to do 
anything other than deny it. What was presented to us originally was not congruous.  

o Chair Stallings, I feel if the Hardens were here we would have had the option to discuss other 
options. Since they are not here, I don’t feel comfortable approving it even with alternatives.  

o Chair Stallings asked for a motion.  

 Kasey Stone made a motion I move that the Historic Preservation Commission deny a 
Certificate of Appropriateness to Sarah Harden to make the above changes on the property 
located at 523 E Main Street. The motion is based on the following Findings of Facts: the 
application is not congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design Standards 
specifically, 4.6 – Fences and Walls. The applicant can reapply if there are changes to the 
conditions of the site of the application. Bettye Nichols seconded the motion.  All present 
voted, 5 in favor and 0 opposed. The motion passed. 

 
 Record of the vote:  

YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 

X  Elizabeth Stallings  

X  Beth Casey  

--- --- Marian Booth  

X  Kasey Stone Made the Motion 

X  John Carbone  

X  Bettye Nichols 2nd the Motion 

--- --- Vacant Seat  

 

VII. Other Business 
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1. None  

VIII. Adjourn 

1. There being no other business, Chair Stallings asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.   

 John Carbone made a motion to adjourn. Kasey Stone seconded the motion.  All members 
voted, 5 in favor and 0 opposed.  The meeting was adjourned.   

 Record of the vote: 

 

 

YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 

X  Elizabeth Stallings  

X  Beth Casey  

--- --- Marian Booth  

X  Kasey Stone 2nd the Motion 

X  John Carbone Made the Motion 

X  Bettye Nichols  

--- --- Vacant Seat  


